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Phase 1 (Nursery) 
Aspect 1 Aspect 2 Aspect 3 Aspect 4 Aspect 5 Aspect 6 Aspect 7 

Environmental 
Sounds 

Instrumental  
Sounds 

Body Percussion Rhythm & Rhyme Alliteration Voice Sounds Blending & Segmenting 

Phase 2 (a) – Phoneme/Grapheme Recognition (Nursery) 
Set 1 Set 2 Set 3 Set 4 Set 5 

s/ss, a, t, p 
Explore words that begin with sounds. 

Sort objects to match sound 
Cursive formation of grapheme to 

match sound 

i, n, m, d 
Explore words that begin with sounds. 

Sort objects to match sound 
Cursive formation of grapheme to 

match sound 

g, o, c, k 
Explore words that begin with sounds. 

Sort objects to match sound 
Cursive formation of grapheme to 

match sound 

ck, e, u, r 
Explore words that begin with sounds. 

Sort objects to match sound 
Cursive formation of grapheme to 

match sound 

h, b, f/ff, l/ll 
Explore words that begin with sounds. 

Sort objects to match sound 
Cursive formation of grapheme to 

match sound 

Phase 2 (b) – Initial/Medial/End Sounds Blending & Segmenting (Reception) 
Set 1 Set 2 Set 3 Set 4 Set 5 

s/ss, a, t/tt, p/pp 
Blend and read the common words a, 

at, as 
Introduce common exception word the 

i, n/nn, m/mm, d/dd 
Blend and read the common words is, 

it, in, an, I, dad 
Introduce common exception word to 

g/gg, o, c, k 
Read the common words and, on, not, 

into, can, no, go 
Introduce common exception word I 

ck, e, u, r 
Read the common words to, get, got, 

the, put, mum, up 
Introduce common exception word go 

 

h, b/bb, f/ff, l/ll 
Read the common words if, off, big, 

had, his, him, but, back, of 
Introduce common exception word no 

 Phase 3 (Reception) 

Set 6 Set 7 Set 8 Set 9 Set 10 Set 11 Set 12 

j, v, w, x/ks/cks 
Practise reading common 
words learned so far. 
Practise reading and 
writing the common 

exception words he, she, 
we, me, be 

y, z/zz, qu/kw 
Read and write 

sentences using set 1-6 
letters and no, go, 
the, and, to, I. 

Practise reading and 
writing the common 
exception words he, 
she, we, me, be 

sh, ch, th, ng  
Teach reading the 

common words this, that, 
then, them, with, they  
Teach reading and 
writing the common 
exception word was 

Introduce capital letters. 

ai, ee, oo, oo 
short and long oo 

Practise reading common 
and common exception 
words learned so far. 
Teach reading the 

common words see, my 
Find corresponding capital 
letter to any letter learned 

so far.                                                                                                   

oa, ar, or, igh,  
Practise reading/writing 
common and common 

exception words learned so 
far. 

Teach reading the common 
words look, for, too 

Find corresponding capital 
letter to any letter learned so 

far. 

ur, ou, oi, air  
Teach reading the common 

words now, down, she 
Teach reading and writing 
the common exception word 

they 

 

ow, er, ear  
Teach reading the common 

word her,  
Teach reading and writing 
the common exception words 

you, are 
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        Phase 4 (Reception/Year 1) 
Practise recognition and recall 
of Phase 2 and 3 graphemes. 

 
Teach and practise 

reading/spelling CVCC 
pg 126 Letters & Sounds 

 
Teach reading the common 

exception words said, so 
. 

Consolidate spelling the 
common exception words he, 

she, me, we, be 

Practise recognition and 
recall of Phase 2 and 3 

graphemes. 
 

Teach and practise 
reading/spelling CVCC 
pg 126 Letters & Sounds 

      
Teach reading the 

common exception words 
have, like and decodable 

words it’s, just  
 

Teach spelling the common 
exception words was, you 

Practise recognition and recall 
of Phase 2 and 3 graphemes. 

 
Teach and practise 

reading/spelling CVCC 
pg 126/7 Letters & Sounds 

 
Teach reading the common 
exception words some, come, 

there and decodable word help. 
 

Teach spelling the common 
exception words they, are 

Practise recognition and recall 
of Phase 2 and 3 graphemes. 

 
Practise reading words 
containing two adjacent 

consonants (CCVCC words) pg 
127 Letters & Sounds. 

 
Practise reading words 
containing two adjacent 

consonants (CCVCC words) pg 
127              
 
Teach reading the tricky words 
when, what p119 and decodable 

word children p119. 
Teach spelling the common 
exception words my, her 

Practise recognition and recall 
of Phase 2 and 3 graphemes. 

 
Practise reading/writing words 

containing two adjacent 
consonants (CCVCC words) pg 

127 Letters & Sounds. 
 

Teach reading the common 

exception words were, little, 

one. 

Teach spelling the common 
exception word all 

Teach spelling the common exception 
words do, out* 

*‘Out’ is a tricky word in Phase 4 as the 
‘ou’ digraph has not been taught. 

Assessment: 
Be able to blend and read/segment 

and spell words containing adjacent 

consonants. 

Be able to read the common 
exception words said, so, have, like, 
some, come, there, when, what, 
were, little, one, do, out. 
 
Be able to spell the common exception 
words he, she, we, me, be, was, you, 
they, are, my, her, all. 

                         Phase 5 (Year 1)  

 Weeks 1 - 4 Weeks 5 - 7 Weeks 8 - 30 
Practise recognition and recall of Phase Two, Three and Five 
graphemes as they are learned 
Teach new graphemes for reading (about four per week) 
Practise reading and spelling words with adjacent consonants 
and words with newly learned graphemes 
Learn new phoneme /zh/ in words such as treasure 
Teach reading the words oh, their, people, Mr, Mrs, looked, 
called, asked 
Teach spelling the words said, so, have, like, some, come, were, 
there 
Practise reading and spelling common words 
Practise reading and spelling polysyllabic words 
Practise reading/writing sentences. 

Practise recognition and recall of graphemes and different 
pronunciations of graphemes as they are learned 
Teach alternative pronunciations of graphemes for reading 
(about four per week) 
Practise reading and spelling words with adjacent consonants 
and words with newly learned graphemes. 
Teach reading the words water, where, who, again, thought, 
through, work, mouse, many, laughed, because, different, 
any, eyes, friends, once, please 
Teach spelling the words little, one, do, when, what, out. 
Practise reading and spelling common words. 
Practise reading and spelling polysyllabic words. 
Practise reading/writing sentences. 
 
 

Practise recognition and recall of graphemes and different. 
pronunciations of graphemes as they are learned. 
Teach alternative spellings of phonemes for spelling. 
Practise reading and spelling words with adjacent consonants and 
words with newly learned graphemes 
Teach spelling the words oh, their, people, Mr, Mrs, looked, called, 
asked 
Practise reading and spelling common words 
Practise reading and spelling polysyllabic words 
Practise reading/writing sentences. 
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           Phase 6 (Year 1/2) 
Reading  Rarer GPCs i.e. they read charge as ch/ar/ge not c/h/a/r/g/e 

Common words are in Appendix 1 food, fox, way, been, stop, must, door, right, sae, these, began, boy, animals, never, next, first, lots, need, that’s, baby, fish, gave, 
something, may, still, found, live, say, soon, night, narrator, small, car, couldn’t, three, head, king, town, I’ve, around, every, garden, fast, only, let’s much, suddenly, 
told, another, great, why, cried, keep, room, last, jumped, even, before, gran, clothes, tell, key, place, mother, sat, boat, window, sleep, feet, morning, queen, each, book, its, 
green, girl which, inside, under, snow, air, trees, tea, box, dark, granddad, there’s, looking, end, than. Best, better, hot, sun, across, gone, hard, floppy, really, wind, wish, 
eggs, things, stopped, ever, miss, most, cold, park, lived, birds, duck, horse, rabbit, white, coming, he’s, river, liked, giant, looks, use, along, plants, dragon, pulled, we’re, fly, 
grow p 193-95 
Allow children to experience fluent reading by getting them to repeat shorter/ easier texts – build confidence. 
Range of fiction, poetry and non-fiction.    Comprehension and review p168-9 

Spelling - Past tense Teaching the past tense – simple past tense orally first.  Teach common verbs which have irregular past tense e.g. go- went, come – came, say – said. P170 

Spelling - Suffixes p189 - 191 Investigating and learning how to add suffixes p171 - 174 
ed suffix for past tense using 5/6 box phoneme frame  
ing  added to verbs 
s and es  added to nouns and verbs bushes/ catches 
ies added to nouns ferries/ skies 
ful added to nouns e.g. careful 
er added to verbs and adjectives runner, reader, bigger 
est added to adjectives biggest, slowest 
ly added to adjectives to form adverbs sadly, happily, lately 
ment added to verbs to form nouns payment, advertisement 
ness added to adjectives to form nouns darkness, sadness 
y added to nouns to form adjectives funny, smoky, sandy 
Other spelling guidelines on p187- 8 

Spelling - Long words How suffixes and prefixes change words 
Syllables 

Spelling - ‘Difficult bits’ Parts of high frequency words which are commonly misspelt 
Strategies – poster on p192 

Spelling - Independence Proof reading 
Using dictionaries and spell checkers 
Links with handwriting - Write legibly, using upper and lower case letters appropriately within words, and observing correct spacing within and between words. 
Form and use the four basic handwriting joins.  
diagonal joins to letters without ascenders, e.g. ai, ar, un; 
horizontal joins to letters without ascenders, e.g. ou, vi, wi; 
diagonal joins to letters with ascenders, e.g. ab, ul, it; 
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horizontal joins to letters with ascenders, e.g. ol, wh, ot. 

 
 


